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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD

Welcome to our first new-look newsletter. | hope that we are
able to give you a flavour of life here at Magdalen - a busy,
buzzing community.

The start of this academic year has been full of opportunities to
talk about our school; to share the incredible fact that we are
celebrating our 475th anniversary as a school, and our 50th as
a co-educational comprehensive. | have been privileged to
speak with parents from every year group in school, and to
parents of current Year 6 students about our four priorities for
the year ahead: Connection; Behaviour; Hard Thinking, and Visible Leadership

You can expect to see and hear more about our work in these areas as the year progresses, and we hope
that future newsletters will share events from subjects, faculties, sports teams, enrichment clubs and
more.

As | have said to all these audiences, to students in assemblies and to the whole staff body: ‘Our school
is a community of people’. If you're reading this newsletter then you are part of that community, and you
are very welcome.

Tom Hollis

This year we have welcomed the addition of Colling
House, the house icon is a silver birch tree. Read more
in the first Student Bulletin:

Hello everyone, I'm Fin the new head of the new Colling house! Feeling pretty honoured that the “people
at the top” chose ME of all people to become the first head of the new house.

Clubs are off to a great start this term with 299 students attending this week! Please
encourage your children to sign up. If there is a club they'd like to join which isn’t
currently active they should speak to their tutors or Mr Horner. Additionally, If a club is
cancelled last minute, students should go to the library or another club. Families are
not expected to make sudden arrangements to collect their children. (club list below)



https://www.magdalen.northants.sch.uk/assets/Documents/Pastoral/Student-Bulletin-Issue-1-21-September-23.pdf
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MCS STUDENT SUCCESSES

Congratulations to the Year 8 students who completed
a 7 mile sponsored walk in aid of Macmillan Cancer.
over the summer, raising £1,196 so far!

Congratulations to Logan R who rides for Milton Keynes
BMX Racing Club. After competing in a recent BMX
race series, is now ranked 57th in the UK for his age
group!

Congratulations to the students who completed their
Bronze Qualify Expedition at Youlbury Scout Camp
south west of Oxford last weekend. Enjoying the
sunshine and lovely River Thames on Sunday before
trudging through the drizzle to finish on Monday. They
were all brilliant!

Magdalen Waynflete Scholarship is an opportunity
given to the top 15 highest academically achieving
students in year 12. This scholarship gives our students
the opportunity to produce an academic research
project with the guidance of an external university tutor
with our sister school in Oxford.

This years cohort achieved an impressive set of results
with 3 good passes, 8 merits and an unprecedented 4
Distinctions.

Grace's project with the Bioscience faculty “Should UK
be using Pre-Implantation Genetic testing in the case of
polygenic disorder?” and Freddie's project with English
faculty “How can the effects of Shakespeare’s late
‘romance” plays better understood by comparison with
Early Modern entertainment?” was awarded a
prestigious President Award and Grace and Freddie
were invited to MCS Oxford to attend the celebratory
dinner.

£1,040

raised of £800 target
by 57 supporters

Well done to Megan who completed the London open
water Swim Serpentine 2023 (1mile) in aid of
Alzheimer's Society. This was in memory of her
grandparents.


https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/meganse
https://www.justgiving.com/page/girlsontheridgeway?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_fundraiser_page_donation_received_-_nth_donation&utm_content=93db459c-ff0e-400e-820c-55bd8df949c5&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1688594135976
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USEFUL INFORMATION

Work Experience assemblies have started this week and will continue into next week.
It's an exciting time to offer a placement! If you can help please contact with details of
what you can offer:

Fixtures have now started and are off to a great start!
We will be sharing results on our Facebook page soon
so keep an eye out for that. Gentle reminder, we are not
able to accommodate parent spectators due to
safeguarding and Health and Safety. Thank you for your
understanding and cooperation.

The NSPCC has partnered with Ambitious about
Autism to create FREE online safety resources for
families and children with SEND. As part of the process
they spoke to parents of children with a range of special
educational needs such as dyslexia, autism and speech
and language difficulties. Resources

Year 7 Social Evening is coming up, please book
through ParentPay and ensure you fill out the pizza and
important information | |



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/?fbclid=IwAR1aZPxJwccdMvpN3ycRTlUftFvMg4H0odTMVSsZOGDlM6rVwfvEN5FjqNw
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/?fbclid=IwAR1aZPxJwccdMvpN3ycRTlUftFvMg4H0odTMVSsZOGDlM6rVwfvEN5FjqNw
mailto:%20generalenquiries@magdalen.northants.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/0JxdncxhXg
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Replace one item of school a Parentpay
uniform with something yellow!

It is World Mental Health Day on Tuesday 10th October. Students will be allowed to replace one item of school uniform
with something yellow, this might be a pair of trainers/trousers/jumper/t-shirt. You will be able to make your donation via
ParentPay next week. This will go to YoungMinds so they can continue to support young people and their families.

YoungMinds are the UK's leading charity fighting for children and young people's mental health. And they want to see a
world where no young person feels alone with their mental health, and all young people get the mental health support they
need, when they need it, no matter what.

ENTER THE IRONSTONE ART PRIZE 2024

The Ironstone Art Prize showcases the best recent work by artists from
this region. Artwork in any medium or mixed media, including paintings,
photography, sculpture, ceramics, digital art, glass, textiles and
metalwork, will be considered.

A panel of independent judges with professional art backgrounds select
work for the exhibition as well as deciding the winners of the Ironstone
Art Prize and the Ironstone Under 21s Prize. The winners will be
announced at the private view. All artists with work featured in the
exhibition will receive invitations to the private view.

ENTER NOW =4~

Prize money of up to £1,000! Submit your entries by 12th Oct 2023!

SILVERSTONE MUSEUM - GIRLS GO FREE!

GIRLS GO FREE THIS OCTOBER! In a bid to inspire girls and young women to consider careers
within the motorsport industry, we're offering FREE museum admission to all girls aged 18
years and under throughout October.

Interested in a career in motor sports? It's worth a visit!


https://www.banburymuseum.org/ironstone-art-prize-entry/?fbclid=IwAR32fYVCt16nQHVmX3gpbkGu9U4PLPVrPtPvNIdK8h-WbCUiYLrKnBqtQVE_aem_AeTrOIZaVjvTkDBt--ofk8xk0pxl7K5iUuZo1KRlF3ccVFD3aeeSuzSf1EmpZOVngcI
https://www.banburymuseum.org/ironstone-art-prize-entry/?fbclid=IwAR32fYVCt16nQHVmX3gpbkGu9U4PLPVrPtPvNIdK8h-WbCUiYLrKnBqtQVE_aem_AeTrOIZaVjvTkDBt--ofk8xk0pxl7K5iUuZo1KRlF3ccVFD3aeeSuzSf1EmpZOVngcI
https://www.banburymuseum.org/ironstone-art-prize-entry/?fbclid=IwAR32fYVCt16nQHVmX3gpbkGu9U4PLPVrPtPvNIdK8h-WbCUiYLrKnBqtQVE_aem_AeTrOIZaVjvTkDBt--ofk8xk0pxl7K5iUuZo1KRlF3ccVFD3aeeSuzSf1EmpZOVngcI
https://www.silverstonemuseum.co.uk/what-s-on/events/girlswill/?fbclid=IwAR2QVTjt4g3mIflu0LLwGiBy1LvlaG3t_pl_4jLKpo_Nwx9M2TIgW4m_ONs
https://www.silverstonemuseum.co.uk/what-s-on/events/girlswill/?fbclid=IwAR2QVTjt4g3mIflu0LLwGiBy1LvlaG3t_pl_4jLKpo_Nwx9M2TIgW4m_ONs
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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Library > 4pm JH

Details of Food Tech ‘Master
Classes’ to follow

Science Club starting
after Half Term

If a club is cancelled at the last
minute, students should go to
Homework club in LS1, or to
the library, unless they can get
home safely

Enrichment activities — Autumn Term 2023

Tuesday

Library > 4pm JH
Homework club — LS1 — KA

Orchestra / Band Practice
AW1-LNS 2

‘Beauty & the Beast’ ¥
W2 & Drama studio —SLJ &
NDN

Y7-9 Coding club
Lunchtime — F6 MCP

Y9-11 Netball
Wodhams - HLT

Y7-10 Rugby
St John’s — AWJ & NVK

= Creative Writing
E1 - MCB - 4pm
WK B Only

Yrs. 10, 11 & 12 Boys Football
Astro - JOW

Clubs are for ALL students,
unless specified.

All clubs 3:20 — 4:20 unless otherwise stated

Wednesday

Library > 4pm JH
Homework club — LS1 — KA

Book Club
Library -MCB = 4pm
WK A Only

Choir Practice ¥
W1- LNS & NDN

Girls Football (all Years)
Astro — ZRP & JES

Yrs. 7, 8 & 9 Boys’ Football
St John’s field - JAW

Y10 DofE Training
St John’s - MD

Sixth Form Debating Club
K6 — ANB (Date TBC)

Tabletop Role-playing Club
F9 — RTM (starting 4th Oct)

Thursday

Library > 4pm JH
Homework club — LS1 — KA

Y7-9 Tabletop Games Club
3—-ALl
Lunchtime

Badminton
Sp Hall - CHR Wk A
SMT Wk B

LGBTQIA+ Club
WS5 — CHR Wk B Only

Gardening club
T4 - GAG

7 ROCK-SCHOOL ~
W1 - MJC & LNS

‘Beauty & the Beast’ &;
W2 & Drama studio — SLJ

Girls’ Hockey (all Years)
Astro — ZRP & MIH

Sixth Form Philosophy Club
S1-DMG

Y9 Cookery Club
T2 — WT BLH

Friday

Library = 3:30pm JH

Y7&8 Netball
Wodhams - MFW

Yarn Engineering - not just
Knitting!
F9 — MPP

Y10 &Y11 Dungeon & Dragons
D18 - JIB

Updated 050CT23
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South Northants

Youth Engagement '
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z

.~ Just once a month!

SNYE runs youth clubs,
activities, events + projects
with young people across
South Northants.

VOLUNTEERS WILL RECIEVE:
e Enhanced DBS
check
Level 2
Safeguarding

Training

First Aid Training e
Make new friends + 07816 466134
become part of a

GREAT team! e
Great experience for
a job or university
application

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE
TEAM?

For more information
please contact us on...

admin@youth-
engagement.co.uk

@) A

South Northants 4
Youth Engageme: a,"

FRIDAY NIGHT
YOUTH CLUB

AUTUMN TERM
PROGRAMME

22ND SEPT GAMES NIGHT / RUGBY TBC

29TH SEPT ARCHERY - NAYC GAMES

6THOCT  SPAGHETTI & MARSHMALLOW / FOOTBALL el
13THOCT  WELLBEING / BADMINTON

20THOCT  SMOOTHIE MAKING / FOOTBALL £2 ENTRY

3RD NOV

10TH NOV  GLOW ART TECHNIQUE / BASKETBALL “'OUE”ﬂglﬂ g?ﬁg Pk
17THNOV  CHILDREN IN NEED - QUIZ NIGHT & BINGO -

24TH NOV  TWISTER/ BADMINTON

1STDEC  CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR CARE HOME RESIDENTS

8THDEC  CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES INCLUDING ICING SKILLS AND CRACKER MAKING
15TH DEC

*The above is subject to change - Final activities will be posted to our Facebook page*

For More Info
admin@youth-engagement.co.uk -

rNNN\WI11772


http://www.stagecoach.co.uk/brackley
mailto:admin@youth-engagement.co.uk
mailto:admin@youth-engagement.co.uk
mailto:u12cygnets@gmail.com

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many games which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesatety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

'VIRTUAL VIOLENCE

What Parents & Carers'Need to'Know'about =
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A multlpluyer ‘social deductlon game set in outer space, Among Us enjoyed a surge in populanty in'2020, and
has since maintained a dedicated fan-base (globally, around 60 million regular. players each month) thanks
to its unique nature, simple premise and ease of access across numerous platforms. The game!s on-screen
action revolves around danger, disguise and deception — and there are certain parallels to be drawn with
WHAT ARE some of the real-life risks that parents and carers of young Among Us players need to be aware of.

THE RISKS?

GOING OFF
PLATFORM ¢

While Among Us provides basic

ways to communicate, many

gamers prefer to use external

services such as Discord: a popular

Ep which offers voice and video
at functions. These undeniably s

=
r

SENSITINE
PREMISE

In Among Us, up to three
players are secretly assigned
to be alien imposters, tasked
with murdering their colleagues

while the survivors try to unmask 9
them. While the concept’s not far
removed from traditional games like
Wink Murder or TV shows such as

The Traitors, some parents may feel
uncomfortable about their child
playing a video game in which
deception and killing are prioritised.

make cooperation easier, but also
create a potential route for children
to hear inappropriate language - or
for strangers to message them
nvately in an environment which
isn't regulated by the game itself.

y E
Among Us is free to download on
mobile devices, and costs less than
£5 to obtain on console and PC. A
related longer-term pitfall, though,
is that the game also includes
options to pay for upgrades such as
removing ads on the mobile version
or adding cosmetic touches to
characters (such as different
costumes). It's certainly possible
that a child could spend a
significant sum without realising it.

The on-screen death of

characters may be fundamental to
the gameplay of Among Us, but the
maijority of the animations depnctmg
this are deliberately cartoonish and
only appear very briefly. However, it is /
worth bearing in mind that the game
has a PEGI age rating of 7 - meaning
that certain elements (however
heavily stylised they may be) could
still upset some younger players.

CHAT BETWEEN
PLAVERS

With up to 15 people participating

in each game online, a large part of
Among Us’ appeal is speculating with
fellow players who the imposters
might be and making accusations.
This dialogue through the in-game
text chat can occasionally become
heated - and could. of course. involve
your child being put into contact with
people (including adults) who they
don’t know in real life.

W77 007Y

.
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Although Among Us is hugely popular with young » You might feel it's prudent to talk to your child In general, Discord is an excellent app for keeping
?amers it's possible that some children might . about the risks associated with voice chat while online communities together because of its use of —
ind the murder themes unsettling. If so, plenty of gaming, explaining in particular that strangers ° dedicated individual servers, which allow
similar social deduction games are available (in both online aren’t always who they claim to be. Keeping comprehensive control over who can join — and who -
digital and traditional board game formats) which the conversation relaxed will reinforce your child’s can’t. Once you’re familiar with the platform, you
downplay the potentially grislier elements: some confidence that they can always come to you with could set up a secure server for your child and their
centre around undercover spies, for instance, and "~ any online concerns - not just about Among Us, but friends to communicate during games of Among Us, [ -
there’s even a Marvel superhero-themed variant. = any potentiul future issues as well. .; with no access for people they don’t know. >
When your child and their friends get together, they can enjoy a If you're concerned about the possibility of your child
private game of Among Us by choosing a ‘local’ lobby - that |s only racking up an unexpected bill on Among Us’ microtransactions,
people connected to the same WiFi (your home network, for exumple you could consider using a prepaid card with a set limit. Likewise, you
can enter. This prevents any random online users — who may be total could specify in the game’s options that adult authorisation is required for
strangers - from joining and removes the need for voice chat, as the every purchase - or you could make sure that no payment methods are
players are all physically in the same location. enabled on the device that your child plays the game on.

y >
\\Natlaﬁal

ASafety

HWakeUpWednesdag“'
— - |

Lioyd Coombes is Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon and
has worked in the gaming media for around four years. A regular visitor to
the App Store to try out new tools, he’s also a parent who understands the
value of online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles
have been published on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar.

"\\\\\\\\““

¢}* @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered inta. Current as of the date of release: 04.10.2022




At The National College, we provide everything educators and trusted adults need to strengthen, manage and evidence their professional, and personal development, in one place, on one platform.
This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.thenationalcollege.co.uk for further information and resources.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 11 to 17-year-olds experimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023. It's concerning that these age-restricted products are getting into the hands

of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental to brain development and cause long-term addiction.
Some schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school

“# Jiquid - pose a toxic risk to the

toilets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks among young people could
help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers.

s Ko WHAT IS \.’A.p,N.G' LACK OF AWARENESS
Vapes contain a liquid (vape juice/e-liquid) that is heated by a battery and

¥\ ‘evaporates, creating a chemical vapour which the user inhales. They canbe ¥ A proportion of young people
{ disposable (once the liquid or battery runs out, the vape is thrown away) or ,-fr tend to view vapes as
stop smoking, the vast majority % rechargeable (the user replaces the liquid and recharges the battery on ~ harmless, mainly because of ‘
of vape liquids contain nicotine. Not % demand). Most vape liquids contain nicotine and other chemicals. 4 the products’ appearance and ’9
only is this a highly addictive stimulant, . the perception ?;)fton strengthened @
but it can also have detrimental effects on social media) that “vaping is cool”

WHAT ARE

THE RISKS? é? |

NICOTINE ADDICTION *

Since they were initially
developed to help people

. disposable vapesisvery +

on brain development in the under-25s.
Nicotine can decrease the ability to pay
attention, weaken impulse control, affect
mood and increase the likelihood of
substance addiction as an adults"

POTENTIAL TOXICITY

Many vape liquids have been

found to contain ‘heavY' metals

such as lead, tin, nickel and (in )
some cases) mercury — all of which [
are toxic. These metals often take the

form of tinK shards inside a device’s liquid

tank, which are then inhaled into the

body. Some media reports have

suggested these metals are particularly

prevalent in illegally imﬁorted vapes

which don’t comply with UK regulations.

Al

UNCLEAR LONG-TERM
CONSEQUENCES

The liquids in vapes also contain
solvents, which can create carcinogens
at the point of evaporation. Vapes were
only introduced into the UK in 2005 - and,
because of the relatively short timeframe
involved, there is insufficient medical
evidence to assess the long-term harms
that regular inhalation of these chemical
fluids might have on the human body.

| B | [ ] i
ATTRACTINE PACKAGING !
The packaging of many ~ * +

~ appealing to young ﬂeople,
frequently echoing the colours Q V. ¥

and flavours of the sweets or Ft:

fizzy drinks they're used to buying. u

There’s a relative lack of regulation

around vape marketing, and vaping is &

often depicted positively on social media

— which can lead Young people to

develop favourable views of vaping and

overlook the possible harms.

- o
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

In the UK alone, around 5 g \
million disposable vapes go &7

to landfill every week. Due

to such significant numbers
of these products not being
recycled, their components - |
a lithium battery and a chemical

environment, the ecosystem and wildlife.
Vapes are also predominantly made of
plastic and metal; materials that, of
course, do not naturally decompose.

. falling under the umbrella

e —

Run by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Healthy Schools Service
(commissioned by Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City
Council), Catch Your Breath is a school-based project aimed at young people.
Its goalis to embed a proactive, coordinated approach among both primary
and secondary schools in discouraging smoking and vaping behaviours.

Source: https:/fwww.bbc.co.uk/news/health=65809924

@ www.thenationalcollege.co.uk
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and on trend. In many instances, young
people don’t fully appreciate the
concept of addiction: that is, they aren’t
adequutelnaware of the risk of
ecoming hooked on nicotine before

trying a vape.
LI P

WIDER HEALTH CONCERNS

Studies are already showing a
link between vaping and oral
health problems such as tooth
decay and gum disease. This
is because vaping reduces the
t of saliva in the mouth, while
increasing bacteria - resulting in
bad breath and a build-up of plaque.
There are also concerns that, in some
users, vaping could lead to the
development of asthma, a persistent
cough and breathing difficulties.

UNREGULATED VAPING 4

PRODUCTS ,
wiling 10 36l vope fo J / '

under-18s is a worry, as the chance

of these products being unregulated
(and therefore containing illeqgal
chemicals and higher levels of nicotine)
is high. A related concern is that the
mechanisms inside unregulated
products are unlikely to have been tested
and safety checked - presenting a
possible fire risk if the liquid and battery
come into contact.

SCARCE INFORMATION

The lack of information about
the ingredients and potentially
harmful chemicals in a vape is

troubling. Some vape fluids
(unregulated in the UK) contain

traces of nuts, which can cause an
allergic reaction or anaphylactic shock.
To date, medical warnings aren’t
required on vape puckagin? - with only
medical disclaimers being found on the
websites of the various brands.

VAGUE INGREDIENTS LISTS

Early research has suggested
that the chemicals used to
produce some strawberry and
banana flavour e-liquids can
kill cells in the blood vessels
and heart. These ingredients aren’t
identified on the packa in?, instead
erm ‘natural
and artificial flavourings’. Such vague

listings mean that consumers aren’ <
aware of the liquid’s content so can’ 3
et o)

identify potential risks.

& PETERBOROUGH

[thenationalcollege

Usars of this guida do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 28.09.2022






